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TRENDS OF WATERFRONT 
DEVELOPMENT IN MALAYSIA 
Shuhana Shamsuddin  
Nurul Syala Abdul Latip 
 Ahmad Bashri Sulaiman 
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
 
The development of waterfront areas have now been an issue 
worldwide due to the change in function, as a result of changes in 
transportation mode and the role played by the city. This has also 
led to significant transformation of its character and the types of 
activities occurring along the waterfront. There has been greater 
awareness of the significant contribution that the waterfront has 
played in the historical development of cities and as the main 
transportation route during the pre-industrial revolution era until 
the invention of automobiles. Earlier cities throughout the world 
were developed along the waterfront to take advantage of the 
strategic location in relation to the main communication networks 
during the pre-industrial era. Factories and port related buildings 
were built along the waterfront making the area one of the liveliest 
and busiest places in the city. The waterfront also became vital in 
giving the sense of place of the city through the quality of views, 
urban form, activity setting and townscape effects generated by 
water bodies. The issue of waterfront became more prominent with 
the invention of automobiles and the construction of roads and 
highways as major transportation means for society. This 
phenomenon has significant impact to the morphological 
